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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

March 23, 2006. 
The Department of Agriculture has 

submitted the following information 
collection requirement(s) to OMB for 
review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Comments 
regarding (a) Whether the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate 
of burden including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on those who are to respond, including 
through the use of appropriate 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or 
other technological collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology should be addressed to: Desk 
Officer for Agriculture, Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs, 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB), 
OIRA_Submission@OMB.EOP.GOV or 
fax (202) 395–5806 and to Departmental 
Clearance Office, USDA, OCIO, Mail 
Stop 7602, Washington, DC 20250– 
7602. Comments regarding these 
information collections are best assured 
of having their full effect if received 
within 30 days of this notification. 
Copies of the submission(s) may be 
obtained by calling (202) 720–8681. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless the collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number and the agency informs 
potential persons who are to respond to 
the collection of information that such 
persons are not required to respond to 

the collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 

Forest Service 

Title: Information Collection Pursuant 
to the Cabin User Fee Fairness Act of 
2000 (16 U.S.C. 6201–13). 

OMB Control Number: 0596–NEW. 
Summary of Collection: The Cabin 

User Fee Fairness Act (CUFFA) of 2000 
(16 U.S.C. 6201–13) directs the Forest 
Service (FS) to promulgate regulations 
and adopt policies for assessing a base 
cabin user fee for recreation residence 
on National Forest System lands. 
Section 614 of CUFFA establishes a 
‘‘transition period’’, defines how long 
the transition period will last, and 
provides guidelines on how the annual 
cabin user fees should be assessed and 
adjusted during the transition period. 
Upon adoption of the final regulations 
and agency directives, recreation 
resident permit holders will have 2 
years to request that the FS take one of 
the following actions to establish a new 
base cabin user fee: (1) Conduct a new 
appraisal pursuant to the final 
regulations and policies; (2) commission 
a peer review of an existing appraisal 
report; or (3) establish a new fee based 
on the market value of the typical lot 
identified in an existing appraisal report 
that was completed and approved after 
September 30, 1995. 

Need and Use of the Information: The 
information request is necessary for the 
FS to collect the permit holder’s request, 
agreement, and accompanying 
signatures. The information will also 
assist the FS in establishing an accurate 
base cabin user fee during the transition 
period prescribed in CUFFA. Failure to 
collect this information could prevent 
the FS from complying with the 
provision of CUFFA and deny holders 
the opportunity to exercise one of the 
three options provided under CUFFA. 

Description of Respondents: 
Individuals or households. 

Number of Respondents: 305. 
Frequency of Responses: Reporting: 

Other (One Time Collection). 
Total Burden Hours: 81.25. 

Ruth Brown, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. E6–4449 Filed 3–27–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Tongass National Forest Plan 
Amendment Environmental Impact 
Statement 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Agriculture, Forest Service, will prepare 
an environmental impact statement 
(EIS) that evaluates a potential 
significant amendment to the 1997 
Tongass National Forest Plan. The 
Record of Decision will consider and 
identify changes, if any, to the current 
1997 Forest Plan. 
DATES: A specific proposed action is 
expected to be identified and posted on 
the Web site, http://tongass- 
fpadjust.net, in May 2006. The Draft EIS 
is expected to be mailed in November 
2006, which will begin a 90-day public 
comment period. Public meetings and 
subsistence hearings will be scheduled 
during the 90-day comment period. The 
Record of Decision is expected to be 
signed in July 2007. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Additional information is available on 
the Tongass Forest Plan Adjustment 
Internet site at http://www.tongass- 
fpadjust.net. General and specific 
comments on the amendment can be 
submitted online at this Internet site. 
Questions about the project can be also 
directed to Lee Kramer, Forest Plan 
Project Manager, (Telephone 907–586– 
8811, ext. 225 or e-mail 
lkramer@fs.fed.us). Written inquiries 
can be directed to: Forest Supervisor, 
Tongass National Forest, Attn: Forest 
Plan Amendment, 648 Mission Street, 
Ketchikan, AK 99901. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
National Forest Management Act of 
1976 requires the Forest Service to 
develop land and resource management 
plans for each unit of the National 
Forest System. These plans are often 
referred to as forest plans. The Tongass 
National Forest adopted its first forest 
plan in 1979. The Tongass National 
Forest issued a Record of Decision 
(ROD), which revised its forest plan in 
1997. A new Forest Plan Record of 
Decision was issued in 1999, which was 
set aside in 2001 as a result of litigation. 
Other litigation, occurring at the same 
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time, indicated the Forest Plan EIS 
needed to be supplemented to evaluate 
roadless areas on the Tongass for 
wildnerness recommendations. 
Therefore, a Forest Plan Supplemental 
EIS was completed in 2003. 

The Tongass forest plan is being 
amended to respond to the court 
decision in National Resources Defense 
Council v. U.S. Forest Service, 421 F.3d 
797 (9th Circ. 2005). In that decision, 
the Ninth Circuit held that the 
environmental impact statement and 
record of decision for the Tongass forest 
plan adopted in 1997 had errors relating 
to the use of projected market demand 
for timber, the range of alternatives 
considered, and the cumulative effects 
of activities on non-National Forest 
System lands. 

In addition, ongoing implementation, 
maintenance, and monitoring of the 
1997 Forest Plan has generated a list of 
potential changes. Most of these changes 
were identified during the 5 Year 
Review of the Forest Plan conducted in 
2004 and documented on the 5 Year 
Review Web site (http://www.tongass- 
5yearreview.net/). For additional related 
information see the Forest Plan 
Maintenance Program Web sites (http:// 
www.tongass-fpmaintprog.net/). 
Examples of these potential Forest Plan 
changes include: new director for 
invasive species management, 
consideration of new direction on Off 
Highway Vehicle (OHV) use, and 
heritage sacred sites standards and 
guidelines. Information on these and 
other Forest Plan-related work items can 
be found on the Forest Plan Adjustment 
Web site (http://tongass-fpadjust.net). 

This amendment will draw upon a 
wealth of existing information. The 
environmental impact statements and 
planning records for the 1997 forest 
plan and the 2003 wilderness evaluation 
contain a great deal of analysis of land 
allocations, effects on communities and 
impacts to fish and wildlife. It will also 
be informed by the ideas and 
information from five substantial public 
comment efforts that have occurred 
since the 1997 forest plan was adopted: 
(1) The 69 day comment period for the 
proposed national roadless area 
conservation rule that began May 10, 
2000; (2) the 60 day comment period for 
the advance notice of proposed 
rulemaking for the roadless area 
conservation rule that began July 10, 
2001; (3) the 90-day comment period for 
the Tongass 2003 wilderness area 
Supplemental EIS that began May 17, 
2002; (4) the 30 day comment period for 
the interim roadless area conservation 
rule for the Tongass National Forest that 
began July 15, 2003; and (5) the 122 day 
comment period on the 2004 roadless 

area conservation rule that began July 
12, 2004. 

Further analysis, including new 
estimates of timber market demand by 
the Forest Service Pacific Northwest 
Research Station, follow-up studies 
commissioned after the 1997 forest 
planning process, and experience 
gained while implementing the 1997 
Tongass forest plan will also aid in 
responding to the inadequacies 
identified by the Court and the potential 
changes that surfaced during the Forest 
Plan 5 Year Review. Appropriate 
alternatives for amending the Forest 
Plan will be developed and then 
evaluated in the EIS. The major issues 
that are likely to drive alternative 
development include timber demand 
and supply, wildlife and fish 
conservation, and maintaining 
inventoried roadless areas. 

Since 1997 timber harvest and road 
construction have been well below the 
level permitted by the Forest Plan. 
Because the 5 Year Review did not 
identify any individual concerns 
requiring revision, the proposed action 
would amend the Forest Plan. The 
amendment will respond to the 9th 
Circuit Court and some of the concerns 
identified in the 5 Year Review. In 
addition, the proposed action will 
integrate past decisions (the 1997, 1999, 
and 2003 RODs, and all plan 
amendments completed to date) to 
resolve confusion regarding current 
management direction for the Tongass. 

The Forest Service recently issued the 
2005 Forest Planning Rule. Because the 
Court indicated that an EIS needed to be 
prepared, and because the 2005 Rule 
does not require EISs for Forest Plans, 
the planning regulations in effect before 
November 9, 2000 will be followed for 
this amendment. 

Opportunities for the public to 
participate in the development of the 
EIS will be provided throughout the 
process. The Forest Service is using a 
combination of methods to engage and 
involve the public, but is emphasizing 
a Web-based approach. A Web site has 
already been established to provide 
information to the public and to accept 
comments (http://www.tongass- 
fpadjust.net/). The public is invited to 
visit this site to learn more about the 
amendment process and to provide 
comment on the process or on specific 
work items. Other potential public 
involvement methods include public 
mailings, public meetings, and use of 
the news media. Information from 
previous public input efforts related to 
the 1997 Forest Plan and the 2003 
Supplemental EIS, will be incorporated. 

The comment period on the Draft EIS 
will be 90 days from the date the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
publishes the notice of availability of 
the EIS in the Federal Register. A series 
of public meetings and subsistence 
hearings will be held during the 90-day 
public comment period. The Draft EIS is 
projected to be filed with the EPA in 
November 2006. 

The Forest Service believes, at this 
early stage, it is important to give 
reviewers notice of several court rulings 
related to public participation in the 
environmental review process. First, 
reviewers of draft environmental impact 
statements must structure their 
participation in the environmental 
preview of the proposal so that it is 
meaningful and alerts the agency to the 
reviewer’s position and contentions. 
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. 
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553, (1978). Also, 
environmental objections that could be 
raised at the draft environmental impact 
statement stage but that are not raised 
until after completion of the final 
environmental impact statement may be 
waived or dismissed by the courts. City 
of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016, 
1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin 
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp. 
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of 
these court rulings, it is very important 
that those interested in the proposed 
action participate by the close of the 90- 
day comment period so that substantive 
comments and objections are made 
available to the Forest Service at a time 
when it can meaningfully consider them 
and respond to them in the final 
environmental impact statement. 

To assist the Forest Service in 
identifying and considering issues and 
concerns of the proposed action, 
comments on the draft environmental 
impact statement should be as specific 
as possible. It is also helpful if 
comments refer to specific pages or 
chapters of the draft statement. 
Comments may also address the 
adequacy of the draft environmental 
impact statement or the merits of the 
alternatives formulated and discussed in 
the statement. Reviewers may wish to 
refer to the Council on Environmental 
Quality Regulations for implementing 
the procedural provisions of the 
National Environmental Policy Act at 40 
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points. 

Comments received in response to 
this solicitation, including names and 
addresses of those who comment, will 
be considered part of the public record 
on this proposed action and will be 
available for public inspection. 
comments submitted anonymously will 
be accepted and considered; however, 
those who submit anonymous 
comments will not have standing to 
appeal the subsequent decision under 
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36 CFR Parts 215 or 217. Additionally, 
pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person 
may request the agency to withhold a 
submission from the public record by 
showing how the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) permits such 
confidentiality. Requesters should be 
aware that, under FOIA, confidentiality 
may be granted in only very limited 
circumstances, such as to protect trade 
secrets. The Forest Service will inform 
the requester of the agency’s decision 
regarding the request for confidentiality, 
and where the request is denied, the 
agency will return the submission and 
notify the requester that the comments 
may be resubmitted with or without 
name and address within 7 days. 

No outside permits or licenses are 
required to implement the proposed 
action. Responsible Official: The 
Tongass Forest Supervisor, 648 Mission 
Street, Ketchikan, AK, 99901, is the 
responsible official. The responsible 
official will consider the comments, 
response, disclosure of environmental 
consequences, and applicable laws, 
regulations, and policies in making the 
decision and stating the rationale in the 
Record of Decision. 

Dated: March 20, 2006. 
Forrest Cole, 
Forest Supervisor. 
[FR Doc. 06–2952 Filed 3–27–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Opal Creek Scenic Recreation Area 
(SRA) Advisory Council 

AGENCY: Forest, USDA Forest Service. 
ACTION: Notice of Meeting. 

SUMMARY: An Opal Creek Scenic 
Recreation Area Advisory Council 
meeting will convene in Stayton, 
Oregon on Thursday, April 27, 2006. 
The meeting is scheduled to begin at 
6:30 p.m., and will conclude at 
approximately 8:30 p.m. The meeting 
will be held in the South Room of the 
Stayton Community Center located on 
400 West Virginia Street in Stayton, 
Oregon. 

The Opal Creek Wilderness and Opal 
Creek Scenic Recreation Area Act of 
1996 (Opal Creek Act) (Pub. L. 104–208) 
directed the Secretary of Agriculture to 
establish the Opal Creek Scenic 
Recreation Area Advisory Council. The 
Advisory Council is comprised of 
thirteen members representing state, 
county and city governments, and 
representatives of various organizations, 
which include mining industry, 

environmental organizations, inholders 
in Opal Creek Scenic Recreation Area, 
economic development, Indian tribes, 
adjacent landowners and recreation 
interests. The council provides advice to 
the Secretary of Agriculture on 
preparation of a comprehensive Opal 
Creek Management Plan for the SRA, 
and consults on a periodic and regular 
basis on the management of the are. 
Tentative agenda items include new 
advisory council member introductions, 
roles and responsibilities, current 
project updates and future projects. 

A direct public comment period is 
tentatively scheduled to begin at 8 p.m. 
Time allotted for individual 
presentations will be limited to 3 
minutes. Written comments are 
encouraged, particularly if the material 
cannot be presented within the time 
limits of the comments period. Written 
comments may be submitted prior to the 
April 27th by sending them to 
Designated Federal Official Paul Matter 
at the address given below. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
more information regarding this 
meeting, contact Designated Federal 
Official Paul Matter; Williamette 
National Forest, Detroit Ranger District, 
HC 73 Box 320, Mill City, OR 97360; 
(503) 854–3366. 

Dated: March 21, 2006. 
Dallas J. Emch, 
Forest Supervisor. 
[FR Doc. 06–2955 Filed 3–27–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Snohomish County Resource Advisory 
Committee (RAC) 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of meetings. 

SUMMARY: The Snohomish County 
Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) 
will meet at the Snohomish County 
Administration Building in Everett, 
Washington to review and recommend 
Title II projects for FY 2007. 
DATES: Tuesday, April 11, 2006 (if 
needed) and Thursday, April 20, 2006. 
Both meetings will be from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m. 
ADDRESSES: Snohomish County 
Administration Building, Willis Tucker 
Conference Room (third floor), 3000 
Rockefeller Ave. in Everett, WA 98201. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Barbara Busse, Designated Federal 
Official, USDA Forest Service, Mt. 
Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, 

74920 NE. Stevens Pass Highway, P.O. 
Box 305, Skykomish, WA 98288 (phone: 
360–677–2414). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: All 
Snohomish County RAC meetings are 
open to the public. Interested citizens 
are encouraged to attend. The 
Snohomish County RAC reviews project 
proposals, and makes recommendations 
to the Forest Supervisor for projects to 
be funded by Title II dollars, under 
Public Law 106–393, H.R. 2389, The 
Secure Rural Schools and Community 
Self-Determination Act of 2000, also 
called the ‘‘Payments to States’’ Act. 

Dated: March 21, 2006. 
Allen Gibbs, 
Acting Designated Federal Official. 
[FR Doc. 06–2956 Filed 3–27–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

South Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie Resource 
Advisory Committee (RAC) 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of meetings. 

SUMMARY: The South Mt. Baker- 
Snoqualmie Resource Advisory 
Committee (RAC) will meet at the 
Snoqualmie Ranger District Office in 
North Bend, WA to review and select 
Title II projects for FY 2007. 
DATES: Thursday, May 4, 2006, from 9 
a.m. until 4 p.m. 
ADDRESSES: Snoqualmie Ranger District, 
North Bend Office, 42404 SE North 
Bend Way, North Bend, WA 98045. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jim 
Franzel, Designated Federal Official, 
USDA Forest Service, Mt. Baker- 
Snoqualmie National Forest, 
Snoqualmie Ranger District, 42404 SE 
North Bend Way, WA 98045–0545 
(phone 425–888–1421, Extension 230), 
or Penny Sundblad, Management 
Specialist, USDA Forest Service, Mt. 
Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, 810 
State Route 20, Sedro Wooley, 
Washington 98284 (360–856–5700). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: All South 
Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie RAC meetings 
are open to the public. Interested 
citizens are encouraged to attend. The 
South Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie RAC 
reviews project proposals, and makes 
recommendations to the Forest 
Supervisor for projects to be funded by 
Title II dollars, under Public Law 106– 
393, H.R. 2389, The Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self- 
Determination Act of 2000, also called 
the ‘‘Payments to States’’ Act. 
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